cover story

The Ill-Fated Throttle Twisters
Windsor native Dave MacRae posted the tragic story of his Uncle Jack MacRae (right) on our
new Facebook site, “Fans of Windsor’s History.” His parents, Sadie and Archie MacRae (left),
were also members of the jinxed motorcycle club; all photos were taken in Windsor in 1950.
If you have stories and photos related to Windsor’s history you would like to
share, please join our “Fans of Windsor’s History” group at www.facebook.com.

contents

February 6, 1950
“A group of Windsor motorcycle enthusiast will act as pall bearers Thursday at the funeral of the
fifth member of their group to die of injuries due to motorcycle accidents in the past year.
John MacRae (right), 20 of 1859 Windermere Road, who was to have been president of the
Throttle Twisters, the club which he organized, died early today at Metropolitan Hospital of his
injuries, received when his motorcycle struck a car last Sunday. The car was driven by Mrs. Mary
Bowley, 337 Campbell Avenue.
On January 27, two days before the accident which caused his death, MacRae presided at a
meeting of the group. About 20 young people decided at the meeting to form the Throttle Twisters
Club. What was to have been the final organizational meeting of the Throttle Twisters was postponed
as MacRae lay unconscious and in critical condition.
The names of the four other motorcyclists killed since June include: Raymond Busher, 26, 1066
Wyandotte East, killed on Walker Road four miles from Windsor; Arthur Ellis, 27, 367 Lincoln
Road, thrown from his motorcycle July 20; Mathew Whiteford, 3261 Sandwich St. East, died of his
injuries following a crash on Sandwich Street, August 15; Douglas Hong, 21, 1536 Ottawa Street,
killed instantly Oct. 31 when his motorcycle left the road at the S-curve near Olinda.”
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The future ain’t what it used to be.
– Yogi Berra
by Elaine Weeks, Managing Editor

T

he last time you held one of these
adorable little magazines in your
hands, you were one year younger. Yes,
it’s been 365 days since we produced our last
issue of The Times which, since 2006, only
comes out annually due to our busy workload.
Hopefully it was worth the wait!
2007 has been very different for us than
last year. Like many other area businesses,
we were affected by the downtown in the
economy. It was a bit nerve-wracking for a
while but fortunately, the pace has picked up.
One of our new books is Vesna Bailey’s Notes
to My Son - Before You Go, a mother’s parting
words of advice to her son as leaves home.
This touching book is already into its second
printing and is available at Chapters.
We also produced a family history book
for the MacDonnell family of Toronto and a
booklet for the 85th Anniversary of Walkerville
Collegiate. (A reunion was held for the 50s and
60s’ grads this past September.)
We are continuing to market A Bad Penny

Since last year, Glen has sold over 2500 books.
Copies are still available at our office and at
select area stores.
Leamington writer Deborah Godin
approached us about promoting her new
book Papa Do Run: A Baby Boomer Looks
(and Laughs) at Vintage Rock & Roll. This
humorous yet authoritative book by this selfdescribed “music addict” explores her years
growing up in Detroit at the dawn of rock and
roll. It is available at our office, select small
area book shops and on-line: papadorun.com.
Oh, I almost forgot! Our Best of the Times
- 2006 Edition won a Gold Medal for Best
Independently Published Non-Fiction Book in
Eastern Canada this summer. That was a nice
feather in our cap.
Are you on Facebook yet? Last year I had not
even heard of it but now I’m hooked. I resisted
joining for awhile thinking that it would be
a waste of valuable time but little did I know
that this new social networking internet tool
would allow me to disseminate and collect
information easily and
to an ever broadening
audience.
Facebook lets you
start on-line groups
that other people can
join who share an
interest. In my case,
I started one for the
Capitol Theatre to
encourage community
support for re-opening
this beautiful downtown
gem (closed since March
- see article page 8) and
Walkerville Publishing author Glen Mitchell and his wife Carmel greet
students in Holland. photo E. Weeks
another called “Fans of
Windsor’s History” for,
Always Comes Back, Glen Mitchell’s poignant
well, fans of Windsor’s history. The cover photo
children’s book about the Allies’ humanitarian
and the story on page 3 came our way thanks
food drop over Holland. I accompanied Glen
to this Facebook group.
and his wife Carmel to the Netherlands in
We have used my on-line history group
September to gauge interest in the book. We
to replace the Community Forum on our
received great response from students and
walkervilletimes.com website which we’ve
teachers and we had a very positive meeting
taken down as we were getting so much nasty
with UpHill Battle, a book promotion company
spam. If you would like to post your own local
subsequently contracted to help get Glen’s
history photos and stories, go to facebook.com
book into stores and schools in Holland.
and search “Fans of Windsor’s History.”
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Olay Giveaway!
Windsor resident Camilla Wigle,
who has been featured in our
magazine many times, is one
of our area’s oldest citizens. A
grand daughter contacted the
Olay company to inform them
that Camilla had been using
their skin care products for years.
The company contacted us for
some more information about
this remarkable woman. They
generously sent us 2 Olay Gift
Baskets to give away to you, our
readers.

Tell us Camilla’s correct
age and your name will be
entered to WIN one of the
gift baskets pictured here!
Call 519-255-9898 or email
elaine@walkerville.com

The Times Magazine
Walkerville Edition • 2007
Produced by
Walkerville Publishing Inc.
Chris Edwards, Publisher
Elaine Weeks, Managing Editor
Howard Weeks, Photography
Andrew Foot, Contributor
Jon Edwards, Graphic Designer
Support for this Project:
Refine Fitness: Body
Nguyen Chiropractic: Healing
Food & Entertainment: Big Tony’s Pizza
Cindy Flammia: Bookkeeping/Accounting
Looking Sharp: IXL Cleaners,
Chatty Collection
Music: Radio Paradise
201- 420 Devonshire Road
Windsor ON N8Y 4T6
519-255-9898/fax 255-9334
www.walkervilletimes.com
www.walkerville.com
e.mail: elaine@walkerville.com
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passages
John
Ferguson Sr.
1939 - 2007

A former Montreal
Canadiens hockey
player who made
Windsor his home,
John Ferguson Sr.
died in July at the
age of 68 after battling prostate cancer. A tough
winger, John hoisted the Stanley Cup five times
and accumulated 1,214 penalty minutes
during his eight-year career with the Habs,
which ended in 1971.
John spent time behind the bench as head
coach of the New York Rangers (1975-77) and
the now-defunct Winnipeg Jets in the 198586 season, as well as an assistant coach for
Team Canada during the 1972 Summit Series
against Russia.
Over 400 mourners, including John’s son
John Ferguson Jr., the Toronto Maple Leafs’
general manager, many former NHL players
and coaches from past and present, including
Jean Beliveau, Serge Savard, Scott Bowman and
Jean-Guy Talbot, filled the pews of All Saints
Church to hear tributes to “Fergie,” as he was
affectionately called.
John’s daughter Joanne read a poem
entitled “What Cancer Cannot Do.”
“It cannot cripple love, it cannot shatter
hope, it cannot corrode faith, it cannot destroy
peace,” she said.
Former Montreal Canadien Serge Savard
said his friend believed he would beat cancer
right up until the last few days of his life.
John moved to Windsor with his wife Joan
in 1989 to work at Windsor Raceway.
He was a member of the local philanthropist
group Circle of Seven whose philosophy was,
“If one person can make a difference, seven
can do wonders.” Committed to giving back to
Windsor the Circle of Seven grew small charity
fundraisers into major fundraisers. Directly or
indirectly, the group has raised over $1,800,000
for charities and individuals.

Rose Voyvodic
Community leader, activist,
humanitarian, lawyer, wife, mother…

Rose Voyvodic was only 51 when she died of
cancer on April 16 but her legacy will live on.
In 1982 Rose opened a private practice
championing the rights of refugees and
victims of crime. Three years later she became
executive director of Legal Assistance of
Windsor as well as director of the University
of Windsor’s clinical law program.
Rose taught her students the importance
of professionalism, ethics and the pursuit of
justice. To help face the challenges of life and
law students created a mantra in her memory:
WWRVD – What Would Rose Voyvodic Do?
Rose’s work with the underprivileged was
acknowledged in 1998 when she won Windsor’s
Woman of the Year. In 1999, she was named the
Human Rights Commissioner of the university;
two days before her she died, she received
the Charles Clark Award, as the lawyer who
“best exemplifies the qualities of professional
integrity and community service which were
the hallmarks of the practice and life of the
late Charles Clark”.
Here is an excerpt from Rose’s acceptance
speech composed from her hospital bed:
“The best way I have of telling myself that
I have made a mistake—be it ethical, legal,
moral or just plain bad behavior on my
part—or that I am about to make a mistake
remains, for me, the best test ever. And that
test is whether or not my head feels right on
my pillow at the end of the day…”
Rose resided in Olde Walkerville with her
husband, lawyer Rod Catford, and their two
children.
A memorial bursary established by
family and friends will be awarded annually to a
law student who exhibits commitment to social
justice and champions the disadvantaged.
Donations to the bursary can be made online
at www.uwindsor.ca/donations or mailed to
Faculty of Law, University of Windsor, Windsor,
N9B 3P4.

JosephJoseph
Toughened Glass
Workshop Saver

$31.95
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Ate Our Peck of Dirt
I joined the Air Force December 6, 1943
when I was 18. I was held without pay
until I could finish my school year. Major
Allison was a basketball coach at Walkerville
Collegiate but we never referred to his
military title. Mr. O’Brien “Put Put” was
never referred to by his military title either.
I was sent to Toronto. My discharge shows I
was in training in Wireless but I was actually
in navigation. The sergeant probably could
not spell navigation. At that exciting time,
the service people were returning with an
honourable discharge. Miss Tunks returned
and perhaps Miss McGraph. They had a
Victory Garden on Kildare Road – the town
of Walkerville provided the land, plowed it
and prepared it ready for planting. As boys
we would raid the crops at night – mostly
carrots and potatoes. That was when we all
ate our peck of dirt.
We were all discharged November 11 as
there were too many in the Air Force. After
342 days I was no longer needed “by reason
of reduced requirement.” One week later, I
joined the army. My mother was so upset but
my dad was proud; he had served in France
in WW1 in the army.
Jack Creed, Amherstburg

Good Show!
Just wanted to let you know that my husband and I went to the Art Gallery of Windsor
yesterday to see Chris Edwards’ Albert Kahn
exhibit as well as Andrew Foot’s photographic exhibit of Windsor architecture.
Nice job to you both!!!
Although most of the buildings profiled
in the Kahn exhibit are familiar to me, I
did learn a couple new things. And those
blueprints!!! Boy, are they fascinating!! It’s
amazing to think of all the time it took to
do that kind of detail. One item of interest
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to us was the Canadian Club electric sign
that Kahn designed. I also greatly enjoyed
the Kahn quotes; very insightful!
Afterwards, we drove over to Walkerville,
got some ice cream, sat in the park for a few
minutes, and drove down Kildare, around
Willistead Manor, and up Devonshire to
Riverside Dr., noting some of the buildings
mentioned in the exhibit. Then we went to
Dieppe Park, checked out the replacement
for the Cleary Guest House (after noting in
Andrew’s exhibit that it was demolished just
a couple months ago), and hung around
for an hour or so just relaxing in the sun
and reading and dozing and watching a
freighter head up the river.
Kathleen Marcaccio, Royal Oak, MI

Grace Grads Association?
I just found your web site. It was fascinating – especially the story about the Grace
Hospital students. Do you know if there is an
association of Grace Hospital Grads?
Thanks. Cynthia Mickle

Ed: There is and it’s called “Grace Hospital’s
Nurses Alumni”. Donna Robinson (‘59
grad) is president and reports that there
were 1556 grads between 1923 and 1973/4.
There are approximately 900 still active.
Donna puts out an annual Grace Alumni
newsletter and if you would like a copy you
can contact her at 519-969-8780

Lowe Tech Song?
I will sometimes open up Explorer and then
just sit there wondering what I can look up on
the internet. So just last week my old school,
W.D. Lowe, came to mind. After doing a
search on W.D. Lowe, I was surprised that
something came up -- “Lowe Tech”, which
is true because WD Lowe was never “high
tech”. Since I forgot the words to the school
song, I was wondering if I might find the
Lowe school song on the “Times” website?
James Paun, Graduated: 1963

Ed: If you go to our website: walkervilletimes.com and punch in Lowe Tech in the
search tool at the top right, you will find
several articles on Lowe. I don’t believe the
song is mentioned in any but I did notice
a reference to “The Towers,” W.D. Lowe’s
yearbook, which probably has it.
Toonerville Trolley Fans
I am President of The Toonerville Collector’s
Club and we are interested in reprinting
several articles that appeared in two old
Time Magazines.
The first was printed on April 13, 1938
and simply titled, “Taxation”. The second
appeared on February 21, 1955 and was
titled, “End of the Line”.
Fontaine Fox was the artist who created
the comic strip, Toonerville Folks or the

Toonerville Trolley That Meets All Trains. Our
club consists of about 100 fans of Fox and
the comic strip and although we are not an
official “non-profit” company, we are not in
the business to make money. Our sole purpose
in life is to perpetuate the memory of Fox
and the Toonerville Trolley. We are putting
out an Encyclopedia Toonervillia which will
be a gathering of all the information which
has come to the attention of the club since
it was started about 25 years ago. The first
section will be about the life and times of
Fontaine Fox and the articles we are interested in help to tell the story of Mr. Fox and
his personal life.
We will be sending free copies to several
museums and repositories that have Fox’s
collections in their files.
Your kind permission in this matter will be
greatly appreciated. For further information I
may be reached at wtait@vzavenue.net
Bill Tait, President, Toonerville
Collector’s Club

Ed: You have us mixed up with Time Magazine. However, we did run a letter about the
“toonerville trolley” which was the nickname
for the trolley car which at one time, was
a fixture on Monmouth Road in the early
20th century.

Walker Whisky Bottle
Survives Fire
I very much enjoyed reading about Hiram
Walker. My interest was piqued after a discovery my brother made earlier today while doing home renovations. Between the walls of
his home was found a Hiram Walker Whiskey
bottle (empty, but the cork still intact) dated
1914 .The labels on the front and back of the
bottle are in immaculate condition.
This bottle survived a house fire which
gutted my brother’s home this past April.
Thank you for the very informative page
about your town.
Doug Wheeler, St. Andrews West, Ontario

Ed: Glad you enjoyed our website and
thanks for sharing your story! Sorry to hear
about your brother’s house.

Saltmarche Escaped
Burning Ship
Here is a news clipping from when
the steamer Huronic caught on fire
in Point Edward, Ontario in the
1945. This was after Ken worked
alongside me at Motor Products
Corp. on Walker Road. Ken and I
made about 30 to 40 cents an hour.
He was saving to go to the Ontario
College of Art.
Les Dickirson, Windsor

Kahn Inspires Poem
I read about Chris Edwards’ interest in Albert Kahn in the Windsor Star. My cousin Margaret
Casley (Crerar) was a private nurse for a Mr. Butzel whose son married Albert Kahn’s daughter.
My cousin left me a silver coffee and teapot Albert Kahn drank from when he visited the
Butzels. (I had them sold by Dumouchelle’s Auction Place in Detroit last year.)
My cousin, who died in 2000, had fond memories of her days with Mr. Butzel, the lawyer
for the Dodge family years ago. Margaret remembers traveling to the Breakers every winter
in her employer’s private dining car. She met the Winklemens and many other prominent
Detroit residents and business people.
Margaret also left me a book, “The Legacy of Albert Kahn” printed in Detroit by the Gaylord
Printing Company and sponsored by The Detroit Institute of Arts. It is filled with black and
white photos of his work.
I thought you might be interested in my poem about Albert Kahn written for Detroit’s
300th birthday, which won a city of Windsor prize.
Kathleen Rockey, Windsor

Ed: See story page 22

King of the Castles
(Albert Kahn: 1869-1942)
by Kathleen Rockey

Is no one interested in architectural genius today?
Or is the world over run with Philistines?
Is there anyone left who observes the sun
Glinting on a column of fashioned cement rising,
As majestic as royalty, toward the heavens?
Does his ghost gaze back in shy response from the windows
Looking fondly over Michigan’s humanity?
Albert Kahn dealt in dreams, but was a conservative man
Who displayed his daring ingenuity in his productions
so splendid, they became the skyline of a city
The outer dress of many a rich man’s mansion,
The perfect container for the machinery that was the hum
Of a new industry singing its own powerful song.
He was born in Germany, one of six children, the son of a Rabbi,
Eager to be a builder in this new land
Where his name would grow along with his legacy
Of concrete and clarity welded to an age of optimism and money
Sprung to life in a city filled with wonder and hope.
Detroit, a jewel taken from a crown stolen by selfish men
And other betrayers who lapped the cream from the top of the bottle
Leaving the rest to sour and decay.
It will rise again as it is doing now, to become strong once more
Like the solid monuments from another era
Created by a visionary, a worker bee, an artist who loved his palate
Whose magic-dusted pen strokes are as unforgettable
As the history immersed in his designs.

Happy Holidays!

Escape to the Past.

Ye Olde Walkerville
Bed & Breakfast

5 elegant bedrooms in a

103-year-old Victorian Manor
Your Host: Wayne Strong

1104 Monmouth Road (at Richmond)
Olde Walkerville ~ 254.1507
c. 1903 Celebrating 103 years!

www.wescanada.com
walkervillebb@wescanada.com
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community
Photos from the August
“Rally for The Capitol”
which was attended by
hundreds of local residents
and featured live music,
dance, theatre and many
rousing pledges of support
by local politicians.

Saving The Capitol
The Show Must Go On!
by Michelle Mainwaring & Elaine Weeks

T

he caliber of talented artists and
performers in the city of Windsor and
surrounding Essex County is impressive,
as are the possibilities for the historic Capitol
Theatre and Arts Centre.
With the announcement of its unfortunate
bankruptcy and closure in March of 2007 a
group of concerned citizens banded together
to become “Citizens for the Capitol Theatre”
(CCT). These dedicated individuals have
regular strategy sessions about how to gain
community support to ensure the Capitol
re-opens its doors in a timely fashion with a
fiscally responsible operating plan.
So far, two well-attended rallies in front of
the theatre have been held, a public meeting
at city hall garnered significant feedback,
petitions to re-open the theatre have been
filling up with hundreds of signatures and
lawn signs bearing the straight forward
message, “Re-Open the Capitol Theatre!” are
springing up throughout the city and county.
This message is now being made available
in the form of magnetic decals for cars and
trucks.
Despite these efforts, plus many behind
the scenes activities, letters to the Editor of
The Windsor Star by CCT and other concerned
citizens, the Capitol doors are still closed after
nine months. With cold weather approaching
and lack of adequate maintenance the
continued closure of the Capitol could be
very hard on this 87-year old building.
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h.weeks

Now, more than ever,
it is imperative that
Capitol re-opens as
soon as possible. The
CCT recognizes and
supports the newly
elected interim board
of directors of the
Capitol Theatre in their
attempts to assist the
city and the Capitol’s
trustee to come to a
resolution quickly.
The taxpayers of
the city of Windsor
should be aware of the
mounting fees that
have accumulated to
date, not to mention
the inflated fees that will
mount over an extended
period of time. Should
the case be drawn into a court battle, which
could last up to two years, the taxpayers will be
footing the bill for this lengthy process!
Let City Hall Hear Your Voice!
Please visit the CCT website to sign the
online petition, get a lawn sign, a car decal
or to learn how you can send a letter showing
your support of the Capitol Theatre.

c. edwards

Hopefully, with your help, in the very
near future a great many artists and theatre
groups will once again call 121 University
Avenue West their home. For more
information or to help, please go
to www.citizensforthecapitol.org or
the facebook group: citizens for the
capitol theatre.

community

New Mural Honours Windsor Firsts
by Donna Mayne

S

ince September of 1998, the City of Windsor Art Studio has collaborated with four
different Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) throughout the city in the creation of
38 mural sites which reflect the uniqueness of each community. The Drouillard Road
project portrays life in the community of Ford City. The Comfort Station at the foot of Aylmer
on Riverside Drive reflects some dramatic scenes reminiscent of arrivals and departures
at the train station once located nearby. The Downtown murals are all historically based
with a Trompe L’Oeil effect. The Wyandotte Towne Centre murals embrace the city’s ethnic
diversity, while the Old Town of Riverside murals all depict a nautical theme completed in
the Art Nouveau style of painting.
The latest addition to the mural project, installed on the south wall of 553 Ouellette
Avenue (NW corner of Ouellette and Wyandotte), is called Canadian History-Made
in Windsor, a 70’x18’ mural which celebrates Windsor’s history of technological firsts
in Canada.
In 1886, J.A. Tringham, a local electrician invented the first commercial electric streetcar
in Canada. It originally serviced passengers along Sandwich Street (Riverside Drive) from
downtown Windsor to Walkerville. The job of building the coach was given to an engineer
named Charles Van De-Poele. Pictured in the mural is The Walkerville Beltline Car (c.1913).
The Saginaw Salt & Lumber Company became Windsor Salt in 1890 and in a few short
years, manufactured nearly half of all the salt in Canada.
The world’s first international submarine telephone line was laid across the Detroit River
between Windsor and Detroit in 1881. More international links were created beginning with
The Detroit River rail tunnel (1910) and the Ambassador Bridge (1929). These were soon
followed by Detroit Windsor Tunnel (1930), which was the first international underwater
vehicular tunnel in the world and is still considered a world-class engineering marvel.
The central section of this mural depicts two men washing their Model-T, highlighting
Windsor as the birthplace of Canada’s auto industry and our fervent relationship with the
automobile. Ford Motor Company of Canada Ltd. was incorporated in 1904 and before 1935,
at least 20 more fledgling auto manufacturers took root in Windsor. During this time, W.E.
Seagrave developed and distributed the first motorized fire trucks in Canada. Windsor had
not only become the car and truck capital of Canada but, during WWII, this city engineered

and built the greatest number of military land vehicles throughout the British Empire.
Numerous automotive trim and parts plants emerged and Windsor had no lack of
ingenious inventions to further the dash of technology. Canadian Engineering and Tool
Company, established in 1920, was the first of its kind in Canada. It is not surprising that
Windsor also had the first tool designing plant in Canada (1954) – Industrial Designers Ltd.
This mural features a scene of a man working in a press at Windsor Tool & Die. Formerly
Windsor Machine (1923), it became the first plastic mould shop in Windsor. Following
WWII, over 200 establishments in the Windsor area took root, producing machine tools, dies
and industrial moulds, mostly linked to the auto industry. Peter Hedgewick was the founder
of International Tool Ltd. – in its day, the largest independent mould-making company
in the world. At the urging of local pediatrician, Dr. Henri Breault, Hedgewick developed
the mould for the first child-resistant cap (1967) coining it, the “Palm N Turn.”
Other images in this mural include:
•
•
•
•

The Charlie Brooks Memorial Peace Fountain – engineered in Windsor, it
was the first 3D, floating water fountain in Canada.
The 1983 Chrysler “Magic Wagon” – one of the most innovative products of
its time. Windsor remains the world’s largest producer of Chrysler minivans.
GM’s hybrid transmission – also the first of its kind to be built in Canada
Serving as a backdrop to the images described above are selected 19th century
schematics of Windsor-made patents.

Windsor’s Award-Winning StreetsmARTS Reduces Graffiti

S

ince the fall of 2006, murals created by area students have helped make Windsor’s streets
a little brighter. StreetsmARTS, a joint effort between St. Leonard’s anti-graffiti team and
Drouillard Place’s Children’s Mural Art Program, is helping raise self-esteem and instilling
civic pride in participating youth. Professional artists and students from local schools are involved
in the planning, painting and implementation of three murals on the sides of buildings with
permission from owners. The St. Leonard’s “graffiti busters” team removed over 500 pieces of
graffiti on commercial and residential properties throughout the city. There is no charge to students
or schools to get involved and building owners do not pay for graffiti removal.
StreetsmARTS is the brainchild of Skip Graham, Director of St. Leonard’s who had noticed that
Windsor murals already in place were not being vandalized by graffiti.
A fourth mural created by the students of John Campbell public school will be unveiled on the
side of the Scottish Club of Windsor on Tecumseh near Hall by the end of the year. Three other
schools and one housing development will be involved in the mural program, which runs until
June 2008, and graffiti removal is occurring on a daily basis.

Funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, the program won a
Trillium Great Grants Award for 2007 this October. Fund-raising efforts
by StreetsmARTS are underway to raise $15,000 towards continuing the
program into 2009. For more information, to donate, or to become a
corporate sponsor, contact Skip Graham at 519-256-1878, Marina Clemens
of Drouillard Place at 519-253-1073 or go to streetsmartswindsor.com.
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4th generation in the
family business, Alan
and Richard Kidd, with
some of the hundreds of
kids’ coats and women’s
suits they cleaned this
year at no charge for two
local charities.

IXL Cleaners Helps Keep Kids Warm
and Women Dressed for Success

The Ready For Work! Clothing Exchange Program helps assist local unemployed women to
dress for success by providing them with suits and accessories for job interviews or for starting
a new job. Originated by the Women’s Enterprise Skills Training of Windsor Inc. (W.E.S.T.)
IXL Cleaners has been providing free dry cleaning for the hundreds of suits and separates donated
by area women since 2006.
The 23rd annual Coats for Kids campaign collected, cleaned and distributed over 4,000
winter coats for children in need in the Windsor and Essex County area. IXL Cleaners was one
of several area dry cleaning establishments that cleaned infant to teen sized winter coats at no
charge. The coats were distributed in early November.
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It was Surreal

Two Local Film Producers Unveiled New Movies at Windsor’s Film Fest
photo and story by Elaine Weeks

T

he 3rd Annual Windsor International Film Festival held in early November was an even
bigger success than last year’s. A showcase for critically acclaimed cinematic arts by
distinguished directors and independent local filmmakers, the Film Festival is committed
to providing accessibility to Canadian and international audiences.
With time for only two of this year’s 21 films I decided to see a couple of homegrown efforts:
“100 Films & A Funeral” and “The Rise and Fall of the Grumpy Burger.”
Inspired by Michael Kuhn’s memoir of the same title, “100 Films & A Funeral” is a documentary
by former Windsorite Michael McNamara who chronicles the rise and fall of British-based PolyGram
Filmed Entertainment responsible for “Trainspotting” and “Four Weddings and a Funeral.” In
1999 the company was sold ending an era in British filmmaking and Kuhn’s wild ride.
The project
interested McNamara
because it examines
how a European
company tried to
take on Hollywood by
building a competitive
studio from the
ground up.
I enjoyed
McNamara’s film and
found it particularly
well researched as
well as entertaining.
While the pace of
the film seemed a
little frenetic in the
Area film makers (l-r) Michael McNamara, Marshall Sfalcin and
Matt Gallagher at the debut of 100 Films & A Funeral at the AGW.
beginning, it calmed
down enough to not
distract. Clips from the many movies by Polygram Studios were engaging and I enjoyed the
interviews of stars like Jodie Foster, who had agreed to talk about Kuhn and his company. The
film’s message of taking on the big guns came through loud and clear and the movie received a
standing ovation from its Windsor audience.
Documentary filmmaker Matt Gallagher, another Windsorite based in Toronto, is a childhood
friend of local, low-budget filmmaker Marshall Sfalcin who decided to try his hand at making
his own documentary about his grandfather’s local restaurant chain, the Hi Ho, which he claims
was where fast food was invented.
“The Rise and Fall of the Grumpy Burger” (one of Hi Ho’s signature sandwiches), had potential
and started out strong but by the end of the movie, which by then featured mainly shouting matches
between Sfalcin and his brother Aldo, I couldn’t help thinking it should have been called, “The
Rise and Fall of the Grumpy Brothers.”
It’s always fun seeing your hometown on the big screen; I reveled in the scenes featuring the
Capitol Theatre (which is currently closed) as well as the complex of buildings on Chilver near
Wyandotte, once the home of our company, Walkerville Publishing.
I thought Gallagher’s effort to make a movie about a movie showed great promise and there
were flashes of brilliance as well as comic relief throughout, especially in the scenes with Sfalcin’s
grandmother, but ultimately I was left feeling like I’d only gotten a tasty appetizer and not the
satisfying main course.

time travel

chris edwards

Postcard from Quebec City,

July, 2007

It may be one of the most historic places in North America. It certainly is the
closest thing to a European Vacation that can be had on this continent. Fresh
baked baguettes, artisan cheeses, patés, restaurants with seven, eight or nine
course tasting menus using fresh local ingredients - Quebec City is a gastronomes’
paradise! The locals have been complaining that tourism’s down due to the strong
Canadian dollar. You’d never know from the throngs in the streets day and night. We
arrived in the middle of the Festival D’Ete - every night, three giant stages showcase
top musicians from all over the world – we particularly enjoyed Los Lobos, who
played at the Bluesfest in Windsor the next night.
Along the cobblestone lanes and in the squares,
a cabaret of buskers, chanteuse, jugglers and
dare devils entertain day and night. Our charming
2-storey apartment overlooks the mighty StLawrence - my French ancestors came this way
once upon a time. One day we sat on the balcony
and enjoyed a feast from J.A. Moisan, the oldest
grocery store in North America. It’s a good
thing this city is so hilly! Our suite, within the
quaint Hotel Manoir Sur la Cap, is at the top of the town, next to the famous
Chateau Frontenac; surely the pounds would have packed on. In fact, we walk for
miles everyday - never bored with the scenery, amazed at how much architecture and
culture have been preserved, feeling like we have travelled back in time - especially
at night, when the streets, glistening after a brief cloud burst, reflect the lights
from the cafes and hotels, while the clip-clopping horse-drawn carriages echo along
the ancient walls of this awe-inspiring destination. We might never leave! As Jimmy
Buffett says: “The Weather is Here, I wish You Were Beautiful!” Chris E.
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Olde Walkerville Business District

What’s New on the Street?
story Elaine Weeks, photos Howard Weeks
photos this page from top: site of the Gourmet Emporium & Café;
the Complex gets a major face life; Jennyfer’s Esthetic Studio
beckons; Blackburn Radio’s new home; Refine Fitness members
go for a spin; opposite page: a festive Timeless Treasures window

T

he Olde Walkerville business district
has experienced many changes over
the past year. Fortunately, as one
business closes another is waiting in
the wings, and the district continues to prosper,
offering one of the most unique shopping
experiences in the city.
First the bad news: we’ve lost some longtime businesses including Sol Invictus
(our loss, downtown’s gain); Square One
(closing after many years. Remember its first
establishment, Tangled Garden, on Ottawa
Street?): Posteroptics closed after more than
20 years in the same location (former staffer
Nancy Johns has opened Nancy Johns Gallery
and Framing at 4755 Wyandotte East);
Scratching the Surface shuttered its doors
(owner Greg Scratch moved to Blenheim);
and Vintage White has folded.
The good news is entrepreneurs continue to
recognize Olde Walkerville’s unique potential,
and several businesses have opened in the
past year.
An ambitious startup is Refine Fitness in the
Walkerville Professional Building (the former
site of Icon for the Home). Refine Fitness is
a gorgeous health club targeting adults and
working professionals, boasting state-of-theart exercise equipment and a unique fitness
environment. Club members benefit from
owner Mike Bates’ extensive experience and
credentials; he holds a Bachelor of Human
Kinetics and Master in Business Administration
degrees, is a Kinesiology Professor at the
University of Windsor, and is a Certified
Personal Trainer and Exercise Physiologist.
Mike’s enthusiasm for all things related to
personal fitness is contagious and he reports
that business is right on schedule.
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Jennyfer’s Esthetic Studio opened in the first
Jones & Co. site on Windermere Road south
of Wyandotte, managed by the experienced
and friendly esthetician Jennyfer Demers. Her
studio is absolutely exquisite.
Long-time Olde Walkerville business
Katnandu Salon moved across the street into
the corner of the former Deloitte & Touche
building, purchased by The Rafa Christian
Centre, which moved into the upper level; retail
will be supported on the main level, including
Magana Gallery.
The Gourmet Emporium & Café is set to
open in the beautiful former Bank of Montreal
building (the old T’dyFor headquarters,
which moved to Ottawa Street. Good luck
Jeffery and staff!). Gourmet Emporium & Café
managing partner Sean Bellemore is also
applying for a liquor license, and will cater to
gourmet lovers with an ample stock of sauces
& spices, condiments, a café and mezzanine
restaurant.
Two antique shops will be opening side by
side in the former Posteroptics and Scratching
the Surface sites: A Hint of Whimsy in the latter
and Imeson Antiques in the former.
Helena Ventrella Design moved into the
Walkerville Professional building (recently
vacated by Heritage House).
Rosatti Construction is gutting the old
Complex Nightclub site, which has been
purchased by Archon Architects. This site is
historically significant as it was here that
the first meetings of what later became the
Brentwood Centre took place and it was also the
first office for Walkerville Publishing.
Radio station CHYR-FM 96.7 and CKUE-FM
(the ROCK) 95.1/100.7 FM moved into the old
Walkerville Hydro building on Wyandotte at

Argyle, operated by Blackburn Radio Inc.
Walkerville Interiors and Private Exchange
Real Estate have settled into the Royal Bank
building on the corner of Wyandotte and
Devonshire.
Nguyen Chiropractic and Rehabilitation
Clinic has expanded into the former Sol
Invictus location in the Imperial Building.
Owner Dr. Son Nguyen has added a naturopath,
(Dr. Jennifer Strong), a new chiropractor,
(Dr. Stephanie Zarins) and a new registered
massage therapist, (Peter Mazza). Dr. Nguyen
now has room for private pilates classes. Her
very attractive clinic is looking more like a
spa by the day!
The Walkerville Tavern opened in the
former In the Alley site, next to the Willistead
Restaurant.
The intriguing Jones & Co., a treasure trove
of vintage clothing, jewelry and collectibles,
moved into much larger quarters in the Border
Cities Comics’ former site, while the comic
book folks moved up the road into the Albert
Kahn designed Strathcona Building.
Photographer Amy Britton opened her
studio in the former Soho Gourmet Foods
location.
Anglin Financial Management renovated
and then moved into the former Meating Place
restaurant near Lincoln Road.
Peerless Ice Cream was sold to Michelle Fu
who is now also selling delicious Sushi along
with more traditional Peerless fare such as ice
cream, sodas and shakes!
The Walkerville Theatre (formerly known
the Tivoli) is for sale or lease. We hope it will
be sold to someone who appreciates its unique
heritage as well as excellent potential as a
community/dinner theatre. Call Joan Charette

at 519-919-8733.

Walkerville Holiday Walkabout
Sunday, November 25th (11 to 7)

Hosted by the Walkerville BIA, this
annual walkabout highlights 25 shops,
new businesses and eateries that make
Olde Walkerville such a great place to visit and to live in.

What’s On This Year:
•

Strolling choir & carolers

•

Have your picture taken with Santa

•

Donate your gently used coats to the St. Vincent DePaul Society to be
given to needy Windsorites over the cold winter months

•

Win a Weekend-On-The-Town! Get your special passport stamped
at all participating locations during the walkabout

•

Grand Opening: The Gourmet Emporium @ 1799 Wyandotte Street

•

Check out Refine Fitness’ new facilities

•

Tour The Walkerville Theatre, featuring Walkerville Publishing’s
collection of historical images

LET’S New Year’s Eve party at the Walkerville Theatre!
PARTY call Joan Charette for details: 519-919-8733

get ready

for a more

dazzling

brilliant
breathtaking

YOU!

discover

the

“Artistry of Beauty”

at Jennyfer’s Esthetic Studio

manicures . pedicures . waxing
facials . gel nails
618 Windermere Road

just south of Wyandotte St. E.
in the heart of Olde Walkerville

Jones & Co.

(519) 965-3122 (519) 419-2716
tues. to fri. 8 am - 6 pm /sat. 8 am - 2 pm
Mondays Appointment Only
Customized Gift Certificates Available
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Windsor’s Mid-20 Century Architecture
Text and photos by Andrew Foot

F

or a city with such a storied past, Windsor as a whole has done a very poor job in
preserving its built heritage. A quick glance at old photographs or postcards, like those
frequently featured in “The Walkerville Times” reveals how many prominent buildings
have disappeared from the Windsor and area’s landscape.
With the demolition of the former Chrysler Canada headquarters in 2003, to this past
summer’s levelling of the 1957 Cleary Guest House on the Windsor waterfront, it seems older
architecture in Windsor is constantly threatened by “modernization,” stripping buildings of
their architectural elements and original design, or worse – demolition.
Mid-20th century architecture (1940 – 1970) is currently at a crossroads. Considered old and
shabby by many, it is not yet old enough to be classified as historic. Maybe it’s because so many
of these buildings have played a part of our everyday lives: schools, shops, and places of worship.
Many people remember them as they were being built, or grew up with these structures always
being there. Most aren’t given a second thought as hundreds, if not thousands of Windsorites
pass by daily on their way to and from work, school and play.
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Glenwood United Church,1825 Grand Marais Rd. W.
1962, Pennington & Carter, Architects (William Fraser)
This church, located on Grand Marais Road W., between Dominion Boulevard
and Huron Church Road, was built to convey strength and stability. The defining
architectural element of this structure is its massive roof. Two inverted triangles rise
from the ground, one on each north and south side of the Church, to meet at in the
middle of the roof. This forms a long peak, with massive overhanging eaves over the east
and west ends of the Church. The structure also makes use of Kalwall Window Panels,
a structural translucent fenestration system that allows entry of diffused natural light,
while providing insulating properties as well. The church was designed by architect
William Fraser who was employed by the firm of Pennington & Carter.

Over the last few years, I have made a concerted effort to document and research
the history of these buildings. From October 8th until November 11th, I was fortunate
to have had the opportunity to exhibit photographs of Windsor’s mid-20th century
buildings at the Art Gallery of Windsor, and to compile that information into a book
“Windsor Modern – A guide to modern architecture in Windsor 1940-1970”.

Cleary Guest House, Dieppe Park, Windsor’s Waterfront, (Demolished 2007)
1957, Johnson & McWhinnie, Architects
The Cleary Guest House was made possible by a bequest to the City that was laid out in the will of Edmund
Anderson Cleary. Edmund was a lawyer in the Windsor for over 50 years, and was the son of former
Mayor Francis Cleary.
The younger Cleary left $500,000 (adjusted for inflation, equivalent to about $3.8 million in 2007
dollars) to the City when he died in 1955, with specific instructions to build a Civic Auditorium to bear his
name. Included in the donation, he earmarked $20,000 to be put towards a Guest House at the new park.
Even the layout and design of the building was laid out clearly: the will instructed that it must be two
stories, with restrooms and a concession on the main floor. The second floor was to be open on two sides
- one facing the city, one facing the river. His directives included the instructions that “WELCOME” was to
be put on both the east and west ends of the building.

Former Huron Lodge Nursing Home (currently vacant), 1475 Huron Church Rd
1961, addition 1963, J. P. Thomson & Associates (John C. Couchman), Architects This former
“home for the aged” is currently vacant and awaiting demolition. The building features
many Mid-Century design elements: liberal use of random rubble on exterior walls, small
colored mosaic tiles, and a zigzag roof over the front entrance canopy, and along the exterior
of the building numerous pierced work pilasters can also be found. John Couchman of J.P.
Thomson was the architect who designed Huron Lodge. The building is currently vacant and
awaiting demolition.

After 50 years of service the much maligned (unfairly) Guest House was demolished during the summer of
2007, and replaced with the Riverfront Peace Beacon.

Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, 610 Gilles Boulevard
1957, J. P. Thomson, Architects

Firestone Garage, Gilles Boulevard W. at Ouellette Avenue
1957, Sheppard & Masson, Architects
This service store was designed for the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. of Canada, and can be counted as one
of Windsor’s most prominent Mid-Century landmark structures.
The building designed by longtime Windsor Architects Sheppard & Masson, and its focal points are
definitely the front showroom, and its dramatic roofline.
Plate glass windows with aluminum trim form the curtain walls enclosing the showroom, and while
the roofline appears to be soaring up, the roof structure is actually only slightly angled. The underside
of the roof begins against the service bays, only 10 feet off the ground at its western end and ends at the
cantilevered tip of its eastern end finishing at 15 feet from the ground. This leads to the visual appearance
of “soaring”.

Shaarey Zedek was Windsor’s first Jewish congregation, founded in 1893. The original synagogue
was located on Brant Street in downtown Windsor, but in 1957 the congregation moved into
this new Shaarey Zedek synagogue at the corner of Lillian and Gilles. The main façade facing
Gilles Boulevard, features stacked bond masonry in buff brick for the central portion between the
windows. The western portion of the building features broken rangework masonry, and a large field
of small mosaic tiles over the recessed entranceway. The name Shaarey Zedek Synagogue is spelled
out in both English and Hebrew in gold mosaic tiles.

The author Andrew Foot, is an amateur local architectural historian,
and photographer. He runs a very cool website about the architecture and
history of Windsor and the Border Region. It is updated Monday to Friday,
so be sure to check in often. Copies of his book “Windsor Modern – A guide
to modern architecture in Windsor 1940-1970,” are available online by
visiting his website: the link for the book is located on the lefthand side, either
by clicking on the book cover or on the “Bookstore” link
@ www.internationalmetropolis.com.
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“McEachren Built-Homes are truly Better-Built, better to look at, better to live in and better to last.”

My Old House
1411 Kildare

I

n 1913 my grandparent’s George and Juanita Staples emigrated to Canada from England. WWI broke
out and my grandfather was deemed “not physically fit “ to serve in the military. They returned to
England in 1915 then returned to Canada to take up permanent residence in 1919. I have a document
from 1921 showing the agreement of sale between Evelyn Elizabeth Fulmer and my grandfather for a
home built for Evelyn and her husband Russell by the Walkerville Land & Building Company. This house
is still located at 1411 Kildare at Dakotah.
The document contains the signatures of
Hiram Walker and Harrington Walker and
is an amendment to a document issued to
Russell Casper Fulmer and Evelyn indicating
their agreement between the Walkerville
Land & Building Company for the purchase
of land and for the company “to erect and
complete a dwelling house on Lot Number 41
on Dacotah Drive in the Town of Walkerville.”
This document is dated August 7, 1919. The Fulmers were to purchase the home from the company for
$6,787.45, payable at $50 a month at 6% interest.
(My grandparents had one child, my mother Juanita Staples, who married Harry Brumpton, former
Commissioner of Parks and Recreation City of Windsor.)
Pat Thompson, LaSalle
Ed: The signature of Hiram Walker is actually that of his nephew, Hiram Holcombe Walker, president of
the Walkerville Land and Building Company at that time. (His uncle, founder of Hiram Walker & Sons
Distillery, as well as his company town
of Walkerville, died in 1899. Harrington
Walker was his grandson.) Despite the
fact that the documents indicate the
house was to be built on Dacotah, it
actually faces Kildare.
When Pat brought her documents
into our office, we had just been
examining a huge, leather bound
stationery sample book for Herald Press
of Windsor from 1921 which contained a
booklet for McEachren & Sons, Limited,
designers and builders of many homes
in Windsor, including the homes on
Dakotah.
This booklet also shows a photo of
E. Weeks
the commercial block on the northwest corner of Ottawa and Kildare. Lisa Pinssonneault, owner of 1287
Kildare, a multi-unit dwelling directly north of this block, is having her property historically designated.
There is a good chance it too was designed and constructed by McEachren as both buildings have similar
roof pitches and Tudor Revival details. We do not have room here to do justice to her property but if time
allows, we’ll post images on walkervilletimes.com of the building and its former owner Arthur R. Davidson,
once one of Windsor’s best known business leaders and educationalists who, among other things, was
principal of King George Public School (now Ecole L’Envolee), as well as owner of Canadian Machine
Tool Company.
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Christmas in
Korea 1952
by Tom Paré

C

hristmas Eve 1952 began the same as
any other night in the land of the frozen
chosen. From inside the sandbagged
bunker, the persistent howling of the cold
Manchurian wind whipping down and around
the North Korean mountains, the stomping
of feet in vain attempts to keep warm in the
frigid night, and the staccato reports of the
PRC-10 radio, as muffled voices known only
by code names penetrated a lonely vigil, were
the only sounds.
Papa-San hill reared up huge and ugly
across the wind-swept expanse of Kumwha
Valley and the men wondered why in hell they
were here. They slept fitfully in the ten-degree
weather in this, the winter of their discontent;
they shared their sleeping bags with their M-1
rifle mistresses and slept in their clothes and
boots in case of an enemy attack. Would it be
better to freeze or to be shot or bayoneted?
Sleep, if it came at all, lasted two or three
hours until they were awakened to relieve a
guard. They would sneak drags on Luckies
or Camels through cupped hands, hiding
the glow, because the slightest light would
puncture the protective darkness.
Hourly, the front line platoons checked
in to report sporadic shelling or all quiet in
their sector. Sometimes they needed more
ammunition, food, or rat poison, and sometimes
they just needed to hear another voice.
During this long moonless night, a soldier
carelessly lit up outside the command post
bunker and within minutes, they were hit with
a barrage of Chinese mortar fire. The 75mm
recoilless platoon returned the fire and the night
exploded for four hours with heavy weapon
bombardment, both incoming and friendly.
When the smoke and the noise cleared, and
the cold, cloudless, blue sky of dawn belied the
activity of the night before, a strange quiet
echoed across the hills. It was time to face
the horrors. Both sides left their positions to
gather up their dead. No shots were fired. It
was Christmas Day.
A young soldier’s thoughts flashed back
to Christmas at his grandfather’s house on

In his reverie, and even during
this year of 1952 and a
new war, the soldier thought
mostly about his mom
Windsor Avenue in the late 1930s. He saw the
huge decorated tree in the parlor and could
almost hear the Christmas songs at the player
piano. Then he remembered the Christmas of
‘42, when they had lost their house and there
were no gifts.
Now all the memories came tumbling out.
In 1945, that giddy year of victory, his dad sat
proudly in the living room of the old house
at 395 Josephine and watched as the younger
boys tried to outdo each other ripping open
their gifts, while the older brothers tried on
skates or new hi-top boots.
In his reverie, and even during this year of
1952 and a new war, the soldier thought mostly
about his mom. He knew how much she had
suffered in the bad years when there were no
gifts and how she had made cutout ornaments
to hang on their little tree. He remembered
the cookies and popcorn balls and apples and
oranges in the stockings because there wasn’t
any money to buy gifts like electric trains
or boxing gloves or lead soldiers. And how
sometimes she dabbed her eyes while mending
clothes to be wrapped and handed down to the
younger boys.
The young soldier, just turned nineteen,
thought to himself that when he got home
again, he would see to it that she would never
again be sad at Christmas. He wiped his eyes
on the sleeve of his field jacket.
Suddenly he heard the unmistakable
sound of the mortars and a guard screaming,
“Incoming! Incoming!” The explosions
started yet again.
The soldier hit the dirt and shielded his
head and cried out to his mom.
It was Christmas Day...
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Images of our Times

Four pages of photographic “moments in time”, from the archives
of Walkerville Publishing and our faithful readers. ENJOY!

High Flyer: George Mock snapped this photo of Denis Schryer flying in
front of Detroit’s GM Centre in his Stearman on Canada Day 2007

The Empire Theatre
115 Pitt Street West, opened its doors on January 15, 1912.
In 1959, the building was demolished for the post office annex
and parking lot.
photo courtesy Windsor Community Museum

Building the Penobscot, 1928

Age of Destruction, Windsor Waterfront, 1960s
The 1960s marked one of the most destructive periods for Windsor’s built heritage.
In this remarkable photo, numerous buildings, as well as the ferry docks at the foot of
Ouellette Avenue, are being systematically torn down to make way for Dieppe Park.
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Rising 566 feet, the 47-story Penobscot was the tallest
building in Michigan from its completion in 1928 until
the construction of the Renaissance Center’s central
tower in 1977. The building’s architect, Wirt C. Rowland,
also designed such Detroit skyscrapers as the Guardian
Building and the Buhl Building in the same decade.

Let’s Go to Bob-Lo!

Military Parade, Ouellette Avenue

Bois Blanc Island in the 1960s, better known as Boblo, featured roller coasters, rides, a ferris wheel,
a fun house, a dance hall and an antique car exhibit. A zoo once held 300 exotic animals – in 1972,
seven baboons escaped their pens and roamed free. The last one was finally captured after being coaxed
out of the fun house. The miniature railroad that went around the island was built in the 1960s.

Possibly taken during World War II, this appears to be a long procession of Mounties and military
personnel. Union Jack banners are drapped across the thoroughfare, while kids follow along with the
parade route.

The Smugglers

Crossing the Border, 1920s
Possibly taken during World War II, this appears to be a long procession of Mounties and military
personnel. Union Jack banners are drapped across the thoroughfare, while kids follow along with the
parade route.

Dockhands unload whisky from train cars along Windsor’s waterfront, headed to thirsty Americans.
Three-quarters of the illegal liquor that moved between Canada and the U.S. was smuggled along the
18 mile Detroit River shoreline, often called the Detroit “funnel”.

Historic Walker Road Farmhouse
Gone in a Blink of an Eye
One day is was there, and the next day it was not. The red brick
farmhouse had stood at 1767 Walker since at least 1890. No one was
more surprised to see an empty lot on that spot than Vivian Brush, who
was born in that house. “My grandfather George Simpson received the
house in 1909 from Fred Johnson, head foreman of Walker Farms. I was
told that the house was built for Fred and that no money was exchanged
in his transaction with my grandpa.”
Vivian was mystified as to why the last Walker Road farm house,
which had once been headquarters for Big Brothers of Windsor, had been
levelled. According to Nancy Morand, former city of Windsor Heritage
Planner, it had been for sale but the new owners (CBS Outdoor Signs
of Toronto) felt it had fallen into disrepair, was unsalvageable, and
directed it be demolished in the fall of 2006. Not surprisingly, they tore
it down before the 90 day grace period expired, so efforts to preserve it
were thwarted.
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“Uncle Frank and Daddy”
Mystery photo recently found outside the old
Walkerville Post Office at 420 Devonshire.
If this is your photo please call us at the office
(519) 255-9898.

Play Ball!
Ford City Baseball Team, circa 1920. Compared with the present day, games in the early part of the 20th century were lower scoring and pitchers were more
successful. The “inside game”, whose nature was to “scratch for runs”, was played more violently and aggressively than it is today. Detroit Tiger great Ty Cobb
said of this era, “Baseball is something like a war!” photo courtesy Anne Lazurek

Off To War
Young Windsor soldier bids adieu to his wife as he prepares to leave
Windsor Station during World War I. Was this the last time he saw his
son and wife?

When We Were Kings
Aerial view of Ford City and Walkerville in the 1930s.
Note the Ford Plant #1 which extended onto the river.
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254 Pitt St. West – 519-253-1812
Open Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm   
Closed Dec 23-Jan 1

Season’s Greetings!
Don’t Miss…

Rising Dragon:
Chinese Canadians
in Windsor
(closes December 22)
“My Town” A Marty Gervais
Retrospective
(now through April 26/08)
Coming soon…
Count Your Pennies:
Shopping in Canada in the
First Half of the 20th Century
(Jan 19-Mar 29/08)

Ferry Hills, 1900s
Looking south along Ouellette Avenue, this extremely rare photo depicts “Ferry Hill” as seen from
one of the ferry boats that crossed back and forth between downtown Windsor and the foot of
Woodward in Detroit.

• from Currency Museum
of the Bank of Canada
• school program
also available

Museum Volunteer Group

Now recruiting volunteers!
Opportunities include
socializing at monthly
meetings with speakers
on heritage and culture,
greeting museum visitors at
the reception desk, planning
day trips, assisting with
fundraising events and more.
Membership is $10/yr adults
and $5/yr students.
For info call Hugh.

Streetcar, Sandwich Street
Once the primary form of transport for many
Windsorites, the streetcar was once a familiar site
on our streets. In fact, Windsor can lay claim to
the first electric streetcar in Canada, which ran
from Walkerville to downtown Windsor.
photo courtesy Bernie Drouillard

Bus Depot, 1940s
The downtown “Streamlined Moderne
Style” bus station was “modernized”
in the early 1970s, and has been
replaced by a new terminal near
the proposed “Urban Village”. The
old depot awaits an unknown fatepossibly the wrecker’s ball.
photo courtesy Bernie Drouillard

Museum Gift Shop
Unique items available!
These include local history
books, French Canadian
folk singer Marcel Bénéteau
CDs, Windsor-Detroit tunnel
DVDs, tin toys, Rising
Dragon t-shirts, collectible
spoons with the museum
logo, and more.
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The Genius of
Albert Kahn
by Chris Edwards

I

n the fall of 2007, an exhibit at the Art Gallery of Windsor, guest curated by Walkerville
Publishing co-owner Chris Edwards, examined world-renowned architect Albert Kahn’s
(1869-1942) early years in Walkerville. The exhibit featured Kahn’s original architectural
drawings, culled from the Albert Kahn Associates’ archives and displayed for public viewing for
the first time.
Hailed as the architect of the modern industrial era, Albert Kahn’s portfolio is phenomenal: Kahn
was responsible for at least 9,000 structures! He built more than 1,000 buildings for Ford Motor,
including the River Rouge complex and the Model T factory, the Ford facilities in Windsor and
hundreds for General Motors. The entire automotive industry used his services; he designed every
building for the now defunct Packard Motor Company. Kahn also designed and built numerous
office spaces, including the General Motors Building in Detroit’s New Centre district. A massive
1,320,000 square foot structure, the GM building was the largest office building in the world at the
time. He also designed aviation industry plants, hospitals, banks, commercial buildings, public
buildings, temples, libraries, clubs and over one hundred spectacular mansions.

Walkerville contains a veritable museum
of early Kahn architecture
What is lesser known about Albert Kahn is the role he played in the design and construction
of Walkerville’s finest buildings. In Walkerville, as a young man, Kahn made his mark that led
to a shining career as one of the most influential architects of the 20th century. Today, Walkerville
contains a veritable museum of early Kahn architecture.
At the tender age of 15, Kahn abandoned his formal education to apprentice with Mason &
Rice Architects where he learned to draft and sketch. The novice soon won a scholarship to study
in Europe. Kahn’s experiences in Europe proved invaluable to Mason & Rice, and the young
draftsman was assigned to help design the interior of the new Hiram Walker & Sons Main
Office Building in 1893– a masterpiece that still stands on Riverside Drive in Walkerville.
Kahn’s touch is evident throughout the interior, particularly in the lavish fireplaces and paneling
in the offices. The dark, cozy Sample Room – the inner sanctum in the building – was inspired
by sketches he had done in Nuremberg.
Upon completion of the new headquarters, the young architect’s career was meteoric. In 1896,
he joined forces with George Nettleton and Alexander Trowbride. The company’s first major
commissions was to design the Children’s Hospital of Detroit, financed by Hiram Walker. In 1899,
he founded his own firm, Kahn & Associates, with his brother Julius.
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The Institution, 1906
The Classical Revival style pillars reflected stability
and permanence in public buildings. With a
booming economy, Hiram Walker’s son Edward
Chandler (Mr. Ed to locals) lobbied for more
banking facilities to support developing business
interests. This building continues to operate as the
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce.

The Town Hall, 1904
The Walkerville Town Hall, a.k.a. the Barclay
Building and Walkerville Post Office, was saved
from demolition by a group of history-minded
citizens (above) and moved to 350 Devonshire
Road in the 1990s

The Factory, 1922
Albert Kahn designed more than 1,000 projects for
Henry Ford. Since Kahn’s factories were skeletons
without load bearing walls, great expanses
were opened to air and light, changing “prison
workshop” environments into superior workspaces
where production efficiency was improved, better
craftsmanship was possible, and the safety of the
worker was enhanced.

The Masterpiece
Willistead Manor, a beloved local
landmark is significant as it was
designed by Albert Kahn during his early
period of domestic architecture. Edward
Chandler Walker, Hiram Walker’s second
son, commissioned this project and
spared no expense in its construction;
he and his wife Mary moved into this
elegant Edwardian mansion in 1906.

Upon Hiram Walker’s death in 1899, Walker’s heirs continued their patriarch’s hands-on
tradition of all matters related to Walkerville, and Kahn played a pivotal role. Edward Chandler
Walker and his wife Mary Griffen directed the expansion of Walkerville south of Wyandotte. To
fund the development of lands between Wyandotte and Richmond Streets, they sold Walker’s Lake
Erie and Detroit River Railway to Pere Marquette Railways for $2,870,000.
The interrupted street pattern design reduced traffic, creating a park-like setting, especially
heading south on Devonshire to St-Mary’s Church – a landscaped “island.” The Walkers designed
this feature to promote as fine a neighbourhood as existed in North America. Since lots near the
church were sold only to those who could build homes of at least 3,500 square feet, the character
of the neighbourhood was assured.
Under the direction of Edward Chandler Walker, Kahn’s commissions in Walkerville flourished,
including the Walkerville Town Hall, the Bank of Commerce, the Strathcona Block,
King Edward School (demolished and rebuilt – the ornate entranceway was saved from the
wrecker’s ball), many of the grander private residences including the Ambery/Foxley, the
Harrington, the Ridout, the Griggs, the tenement houses on Monmouth Road,
and later the Ford Motor Company of Canada (nicknamed the “mini-Rouge”).
Willistead Manor showcases Kahn’s architectural genius. Designed in 1904 and opened in
1906, Willistead Manor is the epitome of Edwardian elegance, combining imposing stone walls
and half-timbered wall areas under a grouping of picturesque medieval roofs and chimneys.
In Walkerville and Detroit’s Indian Village (across the river in Detroit’s near east side),
Kahn embraced the Arts and Crafts Movement, a philosophy of design founded around 1850.
Emphasizing handmade architecture in an era when factory mass-production was taking root,
every Kahn-designed home expressed the Arts and Crafts movement’s influence. Kahn believed
that historic period styles were best suited to homes and public institutions, while factories should
be utilitarian, brightly illuminated and devoid of ornament.
While Kahn’s influence in Walkerville is evident, it is also possible to tour many of his works
in Detroit, including the Fisher Building (dubbed “the Most Beautiful Building in the World”),
the Conservatory and the Police Station on Belle Isle, the Cranbrook House in Bloomfield Hills
(originally a private home for the Scripps family of newspaper fame), Temple Beth-El, the Detroit
Free Press Building, the Detroit Athletic Club, the Detroit Golf Club, Hill Auditorium in Ann Arbor,
and many fine homes in Indian Village and Grosse Pointe.
Kahn supervised the construction of every building he designed. Much of his legacy can
easily be toured and appreciated by fortunate residents of the border cities. The firm he founded,
Albert Kahn Associates, recently celebrated its 100th anniversary and is still considered a leader
in industrial and commercial architecture, with more than 225 architects on staff.
Chris Edwards is currently writing a book on Albert Kahn’s early years and his influence on 20th
century architecture with Wayne State University Press.
The Walkerville Times- 2007 edition • 23

personal finances

Tips To Avoid
Holiday Shopping Blues
by Pauline Laforet , BIA, AFCC, OACCS
Certified Credit Counsellor Canada
Credit Counselling Services of Southwestern Ontario

W

e have officially entered the busiest shopping
season of the year. It’s also the time when
people tend to forget about their personal
finances and head to the mall, credit cards in hand, to
spend hundreds of dollars on impulse purchases.
If you’d like to save money on gift-buying this year,
develop a holiday spending plan, including a list of
all the people you are buying for and how much you
want to spend on each person. Then determine the
gifts that fit the price range, add it up, and stick to
that budget!
Leave your credit cards at home, especially if you
are an impulse shopper. Studies show that during the
holidays, people who use credit cards to buy presents
spend over 30 percent more than those who use cash.
Add in finance charges and you could spend up to 50
percent more on holiday shopping.
Once you’ve made your list, get shopping out of the
way as soon as possible. The closer it gets to Christmas,
the more people seem to get caught up in the “spending
atmosphere.” Make sure you know the return and
exchange policies at the stores.

people who use credit
cards to buy presents
spend over 30 percent
more than those who
use cash.

Other cost-saving tips:
• Promises, promises. Many people would prefer a
service to a tangible item. Draw or print out coupons promising to cook a meal, clean the
house, babysit the kids, wash the car, mow the lawn, etc…
• Try a gift exchange. If you have a large family, put everyone’s name in a hat and then draw.
Everyone buys one gift instead of 10.
• A sure way to stay within your budget is to purchase a gift certificate.
• Avoid expensive stocking stuffers. Buy small snacks, like bags of dried fruit or nuts, or even
baked goods for the stockings. Other inexpensive gifts include socks, batteries, or paperback
books.
• Put off some gift giving. If there are family and friends that you won’t see until after the
holidays, agree to trade gifts at that point. This way you’ll be able to take advantage of Boxing
Day sales.
For more information about managing your finances, contact
Credit Counselling Services of Southwestern Ontario at:
420 Devonshire Road, Windsor • (519) 258-2030
Email: info@ccswindsor.com
On the web at www.ccswindsor.com
A United Way Member Agency
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Books for the Holidays
Yousuf Karsh- Industrial Images,
Art Gallery of Windsor

In 1951, Ford Motor Company of Canada
commissioned Yousuf Karsh to photograph
workers at its facility in Ford City (Windsor)
Ontario. The pictures were to be used in Ford’s
catalogues, calendars and annual reports, but
later developed mythological status for their
poignant portraits of the
autoworker as industrial
hero. Karsh’s Ford
Images have attained
national treasure status.
Cassandra Getty of
the Art Gallery’s lush
new book features more
than eighty of Karsh’s
industrial images. “These are romanticized
version of the factory worker – mini versions
of the American Dream – the worker as
an individual – who made it in society
– fine people, upstanding and by extension
representative of the company,” says Getty
Yousuf Karsh- Industrial Images is an
important work as it preserves a piece of our
local history and expands the audience for
this slice in time.

A Bad Penny Always Comes Back
(2006) badpennybook.com
By Glen Mitchell, Illustrated by Kristen Gallerneaux

This heartwarming children’s book uses simple
text and vibrant illustrations to describe the
“hunger winter” near the end of World War II
when the Allies helped feed the starving people of
Holland by “bombing” them with food packages.
The “Bad Penny,” piloted by Bob Upcott of
Windsor, was the first Lancaster bomber used
in this dangerous mission dubbed “Operation
Manna.” Like the old expression, “A bad penny
always come back” she returned safely. Recently,
Windsor’s Lancaster bomber was christened
Bad Penny in honour of this dangerous and
important mission and Pilot Upcott.

Papa Do Run: A Baby Boomer
Looks (and Laughs) at Vintage
Rock and Roll, By Deborah Godin

papadorun.com
Leamington, Ontario resident Deborah
Godin’s new book is a fast, fun, musical ride
through the 50s, 60s & 70s. Deborah offers a
witty and irreverent take on the birth of not
only pop music, but also
pop culture. In 13 collected
essays, she spins glorious
tales of her teenage years
spent in Detroit and croons a
bold ballad about the advent of
pop culture across the planet.
From the birth of Motown
to the British invasion, this
book is a must read for those who understand
the joy of having “no particular place to go”.
Deborah doesn’t miss a beat with these often
hilarious essays about growing up with the
music that became the soundtrack for her
generation. “I wrote Papa Do Run because I love
the oldies, but I didn’t want to write a serious
music book; that job’s for the critics. My aim was
to be more hysterical than historical.”

Images of Detroit, Mary J. Wallace,
Turner Publishing Company

The Walter P. Reuther Library at Wayne State
University houses a dazzling collection of
historical images. This book attempts to
create an anthology of sorts – a daunting task
considering there are well over 800,000 images
in the Detroit News Collection alone!
Fortunately, the publishers enlisted the
aid of Mary J. Wallace, an archivist at WPL,
who divided this collection into different eras
from the dawn of photography in the 1860s
to 1969.
What results is an amazing compilation
of images –everything from the building of
the Ambassador Bridge, to presidential visits
to daily life in the Motor City. This richly
illustrated coffee-table book (most images
are full page) offers a glimpse into a mostly
lost world.
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Best of The Times 2006 Edition
The Best Windsor History Book Ever Written!

I

n March 1999, a publication was launched for the people of Walkerville,
a 19th century model town founded by Hiram Walker of Canadian Club
whisky fame. “The Walkerville Times,” a local history-focused paper,
quickly became a must read for Walkerville residents.
Due to requests for stories about the rest of this region’s fascinating past
– once known as the Border Cities, “The Walkerville Times” evolved into
“The TIMES Magazine” two years later.
The logical next step: “Best of The Times Magazine” a book containing
hundreds of stories and over 1,200 photos from our first 46 issues, released
as in November, 2004. All 3,000 copies were sold out within in a year.
Due to popular demand, we published “Best of The Times Magazine,
2006 Edition” which includes revisions and updates of stories from the first
edition, a dozen fascinating new stories from our last ten issues (#47-#56),
many intriguing new photos, and readers’ letters.
Travel back in time to the rowdy days of rum running, the revolutionary
beginnings of Canada’s auto industry, spend lazy summer days swimming at
Ford Bathing Beach, ride the steamer Columbia and Ste-Claire to Bob-Lo island,
explore ghost stories and cursed islands, return to the North Pole at Hudson’s,
escaped from U.S. bounty hunters with slaves via the Underground Railroad, say
goodbye to those brave boys heading off to war – and so much more!
“Best of The Times 2006” has something for anyone interested in Windsor
and area’s history – and for those who lived it! Without a doubt, anyone from
the Border Cities who reads “Best of The Times” will recognize a familiar name
or face – maybe even their own!

Postcards from the Past:
Windsor & The Border Cities, including
Walkerville, Sandwich, Ojibway and Ford City
Published by Walkerville Publishing, featuring the
postcard collection of David L. Newman

I

t is estimated that by 1913, almost one billion postcards were
mailed in the U.S. Cheap and reliable, these missives were
often used to set up engagements with just one day’s notice,
since the postman always rang twice a day.
Postcards soon became collector’s items; people bought them as keepsakes
and souvenirs to exchange with friends and relatives.
More than 290 postcards are represented in this unique book by Walkerville Publishing. Within
these pages is a mostly lost world: pastoral settings, Victorian and Edwardian buildings, idyllic
boulevards, ancient automobiles and outdated fashions hearken back to Windsor’s “simpler” times.
In fact, this book serves as a catalogue of sorts for many fine
buildings that fell
to the wrecker’s ball over the last 100 years. “The Border Cities,”
once encompassing Windsor, Walkerville, Ford City (later East
Windsor) and Sandwich, are well represented here.
Each card was meticulously researched then catalogued
into ten chapters, including one for each Border City, as
well as chapters highlighting important stages in Windsor’s
industrial, urban and cultural development.
Both book on sale at The Walkerville Theatre during
the Walkerville Artwalk, November 25.
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